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Research methods in the criminal justice field
In the field of criminal justice, there exist three research methods that can be deployed by criminologists. Researchers in this field can either use quantitative, qualitative or mixed-method to analyze and interpret an individual or aggregate phenomenon relating to crime. Even though all these models are ideal to research and investigate a crime, the quantitative research method is however considered ideal since it measures criminal justice reality. Through the use of tags and numerical values, criminologists can examine patterns of relation, covariation, and cause and effect. In my opinion, the quantitative model of research seems to be more applicable in criminology. Take, for instance, criminologists may be interested in studying the correlation between impulsivity and criminal behaviour, such a study may require researchers to create a summated scale of items to help them in measuring the concept of impulsivity. In essence, based on this argument, it is the impulsivity scale created by the researchers that would be useful in predicting involvement in criminal behaviour. 
Aside from this, criminal researchers may also be interested in research on the potential impacts of mandatory arrest policies on future patterns of crime. Even though qualitative research methods may prove to be beneficial in such situations, quantitative methods, however, seem to be the most ideal because it involves a pattern of studying the relationship between the sets of variables to help the researchers in determining the cause and effect (Neuman & Wiegand, 2000). Having realized how ideal quantitative research method can be for criminal researchers, it is essential to understand that depending on the type of investigation, quantitative research method can be divided into the following models that include; survey research, experimental and quasi-experimental research, cross-sectional research, longitudinal research, time series and meta-analysis. 
Importance of ethics in criminal justice research
Arguably, ethical considerations are usually important in any research project. It is noted that ethics in research are important because they promote truth in research projects besides helping the researchers in avoiding any potential errors. In promoting the aims of criminal justice research, ethics may prohibit criminal justice researchers from fabricating or falsifying any bit of the research information. Ideally, this enhances the aspect of truth consequently minimizing the potential of errors occurring during the research. 
Delattre (2011) noted that ethics are important in almost every aspect of an individual’s life. In this sense, it can be noted that being morally upright can significantly enhance the trust that people have in you. Essentially, ethical behaviour by criminal justice researchers is usually important it enhances the trust that the public has in the law-enforcement agency in general. Unethical behaviour does not only violate the ethical codes of practice but also breaks the trust that the public has in their law-enforcement agencies. It is noted that criminal justice research often requires a great deal of collaborative engagement between the researchers and the public. Ethical standards believably promote and enhance the values that are essential for collaborative work. Trust, accountability and fairness in criminal justice represent some of the key ethical values that promote collaborative research. 
It is important to note ethics in criminal justice research may be essential in enhancing open interaction between criminal justice researchers and the community. Ideally, when a police officer is perceived to be ethical, the community members are more likely to initiate and sustain open engagement with him (Gillies & Alldred, 2012). The resulting positive consequence is the disclosure of relevant information regarding the crime patterns in the area. 
Ethics in criminal justice research implies that the researchers can be held accountable for their actions. Admittedly, criminal justice researchers are usually supported by public money and are therefore required to behave ethically to ensure that the money allocated for criminal justice research is spent appropriately. For instance, in the United States, there are federal guidelines that govern researchers funded by the federal government. Some of these guidelines focus on misconduct, conflicts of interest, protection of the human subjects by researchers and animal care and use. Acting within these guidelines would ensure that researchers remain committed to achieving the general purpose of the research. 
Lastly, aside from ensuring that the researchers achieve solely the main purpose of the research, ethics are also important in promoting a variety of social values and norms during a research project such as social responsibility, human rights and compliance to the law among others. Generally, the examples of ethical values in criminal justice research include; 
Informed consent, voluntary participation, confidentiality, anonymity and beneficence. 
Explain informed consent and confidentiality. Why are they important? Include examples.
Informed consent refers to the situation where a research respondent is fully aware of the entails of particular research including the objective, purpose and significance of the research they intend to participate in. Ideally, letting participants know of this information gives them the opportunity to decide whether to participate or not (Resnik, 2011). Informed consent is essential in research studies because it makes participants understand their role in the study. 


Confidentiality on the other hand refers to the context in which researchers commit themselves not to disclose any identifiable private information about their respondents. Confidentiality is important in research projects because it enhances trust and credibility among the researchers consequently making it easier to engage in future research projects. 
Identify and discuss a criminal justice topic, program, or process that has ethical concerns. Recommend how the ethical concerns might be addressed.
For this portion of the assignment, I am considering examining the level of inmate satisfaction in federal prisons. In this study, the inmates would be the primary respondents. In the understanding that this study involves human subjects, there are a lot of ethical considerations at play. Firstly, the researchers would be required to uphold participant confidentiality. It would be very important to inform the respondents that the information they would share with the researchers would be kept private and that no unauthorized disclosure of such information would be done. This is critical because some inmates due to fear of reprisal may fail to give truthful information to the researchers. Another ethical consideration in this study would be informed consent. Ideally, the participants should be given detailed information regarding the study they would be participating in. It is important to note that informed consent in research significantly enhances the participant willingness to provide relevant and accurate responses relating to the study. 
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